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" As of January 2026: Disaster Management Centre (DMC) & Department of National Planning (NPD),
Post-Disaster Needs Assessment Cyclone Ditwah, Sri Lanka 2025, March 2026
https://www.dmc.gov.lk/images/pdfs/PDNA_Full_Report_Final%20Updated.pdf.

2 International Organization for Migration (IOM), Global Data Institute, Displacement Tracking Matrix, Sri
Lanka, December 2025 https://dtm.iom.int/sri-lanka.

As of 20" March 2026, 149.000 people were still displaced: UN OCHA, Office of the Resident Coordinator
Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka: Cyclone Ditwah - Situation Report No. 10 (As of 20 March 2026), 20th March 2026
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-cyclone-ditwah-situation-report-no-10-
20-march-2026.

3 UNDP, Mapping the Initial Impact of Cyclone Ditwah in Sri Lanka. Section: Multidimensional
Vulnerability, 30™ January 2026
https://geosmart.undp.org/arcgis/apps/storymaps/stories/25866fbc805c4d70b6bf35¢c23f896daf#ref-n-
czE7Ht.

4 Meenakshi Ganguly, Sri Lanka Struggles in Aftermath of Devastating Cyclone. Longstanding
Discrimination Against Marginalized Communities Worsens Catastrophe, Human Rights Watch (HRW),
Dispatches, 11" December 2025
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/12/11/sri-lanka-struggles-in-aftermath-of-devastating-cyclone.

5 Sri Lanka Brief, Joint Statement: The Demands of Malaiyaha Tamil Families Affected by Cyclone Ditwah
Calling for the Attention of President, 30th March 2026
https://srilankabrief.org/joint-statement-the-demands-of-malaiyaha-tamil-families-affected-by-cyclone-
ditwah-calling-for-the-attention-of-president/;

Methmalie Dissanayake, Cyclone Ditwah: The ongoing crisis of Malaiyaha Tamils, The Morning, 25th
January 2026 https://www.themorning.lk/articles/DyGIMNLRG607GAXLXaGE; Raisa Wickrematunge,
Cyclone Ditwah and Sri Lanka’s disastrous flood mismanagement, Himal Southasian, 4th December
2025 https://www.himalmag.com/sri-lanka-cyclone-ditwah-floods-landslides/.

8 Sri Lanka Brief, Militarisation of Post Ditwah Relief: MOD Issues Guidelines for Accelerated Disaster
Relief Operations, 15th December 2025
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https://srilankabrief.org/militarisation-of-post-ditwah-relief-mod-issues-guidelines-for-accelerated-
disaster-relief-operations/

7 Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), Statement on the Declaration of Emergency and Emergency
Regulations Promulgated on the 28.11.2025, 1*t December 2025
https://www.cpalanka.org/statement-on-the-declaration-of-emergency-and-emergency-regulations-
promulgated-on-the-28-11-2025/; Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka, Observations and
Recommendations on the Emergency (Miscellaneous Provisions and Powers) Regulations, No. 1 of 2025,
5% December 2025 https://www.hrcsl.lk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/HRCSL -Letter-to-the-HE-
President-on-05_12_2025-compressed.pdf.

See for an overview over legal and administrative measures with regard to Ditwah Law & Society Trust
(LST), Government Legal and Administrative Measures Following Cyclone Ditwah, March 2026
https://Ist.lk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Government-Measures-Post-Ditwah-2.pdf.

8 Pitasanna Shanmugathas, One of the World’s Most Climate-Vulnerable Nations, One of the Least
Prepared: Sri Lanka’s Deadly Choice, JURISTnews, 21 December 2025
https://www.jurist.org/features/2025/12/21/one-of-the-worlds-most-climate-vulnerable-nations-one-of-
the-least-prepared-sri-lankas-deadly-choice/;

Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), Key Short-Term and Long-Term Issues to Consider for Post-Cyclone
Ditwah Recovery, 16th December 2025
https://www.cpalanka.org/key-short-term-and-long-term-issues-to-consider-for-post-cyclone-ditwah-
recovery/.

9 Murali Krishnan, Sri Lanka cyclone tragedy exposes government failures, Deutsche Welle, 2" December
2025 https://www.dw.com/en/sri-lanka-cyclone-tragedy-exposes-government-failures/a-74985337;
Lionel Bopage, Ceylon Ditwah: A Preventable Tragedy, Groundviews, 6th December 2025
https://groundviews.org/2025/12/06/cyclone-ditwah-a-preventable-tragedy/.

10 Murali Krishnan, Sri Lanka cyclone tragedy exposes government failures, Deutsche Welle, 2™
December 2025 https://www.dw.com/en/sri-lanka-cyclone-tragedy-exposes-government-failures/a-
74985337;

Lionel Bopage, Ceylon Ditwah: A Preventable Tragedy, Groundviews, 6th December 2025
https://groundviews.org/2025/12/06/cyclone-ditwah-a-preventable-tragedy/.

m Adayaalam Centre for Police Research, Situation Brief No. 7: The Test: Chemmani and Sri Lanka’s
Accountability Crisis, October 2025, p. 2
https://adayaalam.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/The-Test-Chemmani-and-Sri-Lankas-
Accountability-Crisis_16.10.2025.pdf.
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12 Interview with GS A in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist B in
Batticaloa District in January 2026.

13 Interview with women’s activist B in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with a female former
combatant with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with a
female former combatant with a disability in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

" Interview with an activist and family member of a forcibly disappeared person in Batticaloa District in
February 2026.

'S Interview with women’s activist C in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

16 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026.

7 FGD with DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026.

'8 |nterview with a female former combatant with a disability in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

19 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026.

20 Interview with woman A with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026;

Interview with women'’s activist B in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with women’s activist D
in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

21 Interview with GS A in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with GS B in Batticaloa District in
February 2026.

2 FGD with DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026.

2% |Interview with two human rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026.
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24FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association
for people with disabilities in February 2026.

25 Interview with two human rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026.

26 Interview with leading government officer A in Batticaloa District in February 2026; FGD with DS officers
in Kalmunai in February 2026.

27 stakeholder meeting with activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026; Stakeholder meeting with
activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026; Interview with woman B with a disability who is also an activist
in Batticaloa District in February 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with
disabilities and staff from an association for people with disabilities in February 2026.

28 Interview with two human rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026;
Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026.

29 Interview with two human rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026; Interview
with women’s activist B in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

30 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026; Stakeholder meeting with
activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with
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disabilities and staff from an association for people with disabilities in February 2026; Interview with two
human rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist
D in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

31 FGD with DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026; Interview with two human rights activists who work
in Trincomalee District in February 2026; Interview with women'’s activist D in Batticaloa District in
January 2026; Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026; Stakeholder meeting
with activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026.

32 |Interview with women’s activist B in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with two human
rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026; Stakeholder meeting with activists in
Batticaloa District in May 2026; Interview with woman B with a disability who is also an activist in
Batticaloa District in February 2026.

33 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026; Stakeholder meeting with
activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026.

34 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026.

35 Interview with GS A in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with leading government officer A
in Batticaloa District in February 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with
disabilities and staff from an association for people with disabilities in February 2026; Interview with two
human rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026.

3 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026; Interview with a female former
combatant with a disability in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with women’s activist D in
Batticaloa District in January 2026.

37 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association
for people with disabilities in February 2026; Interview with two human rights activists who work in
Trincomalee District in February 2026.

38 Interview with woman B with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026;
Interview with an activist for people with disabilities in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with
a female former combatant with a disability in Batticaloa District in January 2026; FGD in Trincomalee
District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association for people with
disabilities in February 2026; Interview with a female former combatant with a disability who is also an
activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026.
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39 |n Batticaloa and Ampara Districts, the Multidimensional Vulnerability Index (MVI) lies significantly
above the national MVI. UNDP, Understanding Multidimensional Vulnerabilities: Impact on People of Sri
Lanka, District Profiles, 2023
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2024-03/mvi_district_profiles_eng_final.pdf

40 Interview with women’s activist D in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

41 Interview with women’s activist B in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with women’s activist
D in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with women'’s activist C in Batticaloa District in
February 2026; Interview with an activist and family member of a forcibly disappeared person in
Batticaloa District in February 2026.

42 Interview with women’s activist C in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with two human
rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist B in
Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with leading government officer A in Batticaloa District in
February 2026; Interview with a female former combatant with a disability who is also an activistin
Batticaloa District in February 2026.

43 Interview with women’s activist B in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with women’s activist
D in Batticaloa District in January 2026.
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44 Interview with an activist and family member of a forcibly disappeared person in Batticaloa District in
February 2026.

4% The Certificate of Absence was introduced in 2016 after many years of lobbying by family members of
the disappeared and human rights groups. Stopped by the Gotabaya Rajapaksa government and then
resumed under the NPP government. In its current form, it has several shortcomings. Faizer Shaheid.
2025. Certificate of Absence: OMP’s certificate not accepted by banks? The Morning, 26" January 2025
https://www.themorning.lk/articles/2k9HNPitbz4FJpRkVt60

48 Interview with an activist and family member of a forcibly disappeared person in Batticaloa District in
February 2026.

47 Interview with an activist and family member of a forcibly disappeared person in Batticaloa District in
February 2026.

48 Sarala Emmanuel, Ponni Arasu, and Vijayaletchumi Sekar, Collective Organizing Among Women
Living with Disabilities (WLD) to Address and Ensure Their Right to Health in Eastern Sri Lanka, in
Handbook on Sex, Gender and Health: Perspectives from South Asia (edited by TK Sundari Ravindran et
al.), Springer Singapore, 2025.

9 |Interview with a female former combatant with a disability in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

50 Interview with woman B with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026;
Interview with a female former combatant with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in
February 2026; Interview with a female former combatant with a disability in Batticaloa District in January
2026.

5127.1 % of households in the Eastern Province are headed by women, with Batticaloa District having the
highest percentage (32,3 %) island-wide. Department of Census and Statistics, Household, Income and
Expenditure Survey, 2019
https://www.statistics.gov.lk/Resource/en/GenderStatistics/Special_Concerns/FemaleHeadedHouseho
ldsBySector,ProvinceAndDistrict2016.pdf.
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52 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities, war-affected women and
activists in April 2026; Interview with woman A with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa
District in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist C in Batticaloa District in February 2026;
Interview with woman B with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026.
53 Interview with women’s activist D in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

Such accumulated household debt is among the highest in the Eastern Province with predatory micro-
finance companies especially targeting female-headed households in former war zones:

UNDP, Addressing Household Debt Induced Vulnerability in Sri Lanka, September 2024
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2024-11/household_debt_brief.pdf; Nathan Legrand,
In Sri Lanka, Resistance to Private Indebtedness is a Strategic Issue, CADTM, 3rd March 2020
https://www.cadtm.org/In-Sri-Lanka-Resistance-to-Private-Indebtedness-Is-a-Strategic-Issue.

54 Interview with women’s activist D in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with women’s activist
C in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

5% Interview with women’s activist C in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

56 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026.

57 Wasantha Chandrapala and S. Rubatheesan, Give Kalmunai North Division its Due Status, Protesters
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Demand, Sunday Times, 31 March 2024 https://www.sundaytimes.lk/240331/news/give-kalmunai-
north-division-its-due-status-protesters-demand-553546.html; Tamil Guardian,Tamils in Kalmunai
protest against move to subjugate local division, 26th March 2026
https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/tamils-kalmunai-protest-against-move-subjugate-local-
division; Tamil Guardian, Tamils in Kalmunai continue protest calling for funds for development, 3" April
2024 https://www.tamilguardian.com/content/tamils-kalmunai-continue-protest-calling-funds-
development.

58 EGD with DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026.

%9 EGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association
for people with disabilities in February 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people
with disabilities, war-affected women and activists in April 2026; Stakeholder meeting with activists in
Trincomalee District in May 2026.

80 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities, war-affected women and
activists in April 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff
from an association for people with disabilities in February 2026.

81 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities, war-affected women and
activists in April 2026; Interview with war-affected woman A in Amparai District in February 2026;
Stakeholder meeting with activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026.

52 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026.

83 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities, war-affected women and
activists in April 2026; Interview with a female former combatant with a disability in Batticaloa District in
January 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an
association for people with disabilities in February 2026.

54 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association
for people with disabilities in February 2026.

85 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities, war-affected women and
activists in April 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff
from an association for people with disabilities in February 2026.

8¢ Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with
ex-combatants, people with disabilities, war-affected women and activists in April 2026; Interview with
two human rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026.
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57 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association
for people with disabilities in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist B in Batticaloa District in
January 2026; Interview with women’s activist A in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

58 |nterview with woman B with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026;
Interview with women’s activist B in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with women’s activist D
in Batticaloa District in January 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with
disabilities, war-affected women and activists in April 2026.

59 See also Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), Statement on Praja Shakthi, Clean Sri Lanka, and the
Constitutional Integrity of the Sri Lankan State, 2nd May 2026 https://www.cpalanka.org/statement-by-
the-centre-for-policy-alternatives-on-praja-shakthi-clean-sri-lanka-and-the-constitutional-integrity-of-
the-sri-lankan-state/.

79 Interview with woman B with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026;
FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities, war-affected women and
activists in April 2026; Interview with war-affected woman A in Amparai District in February 2026;

FGD with DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026; Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa
District in May 2026; Interview with women’s activist C in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

71 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026; Interview with woman B with a
disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist B
in Batticaloa District in January 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with
disabilities, war-affected women and activists in April 2026.

72 Interview with GS B in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist B in
Batticaloa District in January 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with
disabilities, war-affected women and activists in April 2026.

73 Interview with war-affected woman B in Amparai District in February 2026.

74 Interview with war-affected woman C in Amparai District in February 2026.
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75 EGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities, war-affected women and
activists in April 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff
from an association for people with disabilities in February 2026; Interview with woman B with a disability
who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist B in
Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with a female former combatant with a disability who is also
an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

78 Interview with women’s activist A in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

77 Interview with women’s activist A in Batticaloa District in January 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District
with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association for people with disabilities in
February 2026.

78 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association
for people with disabilities in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist B in Batticaloa District in
January 2026.

79 Interview with women’s activist A in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

80 |nterview with women’s activist B in Batticaloa District in January 2026.

87 Interview with war-affected woman D in Amparai District in February 2026; FGD in Trincomalee District
with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association for people with disabilities in
February 2026; Interview with a female former combatant with a disability in Batticaloa District in January
2026.

82 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026; Interview with two human rights
activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026.
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83 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026; Interview with two human rights
activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026.

84 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association
for people with disabilities in February 2026; Interview with leading government officer A in Batticaloa
District in February 2026; Interview with leading government officer B in Batticaloa District in February
2026; FGD with DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026; Interview with GS B in Batticaloa District in
February 2026; Interview with women’s activist A in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with
women'’s activist C in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

8 |Interview with woman B with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

8 Interview with women’s activist C in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Stakeholder meeting with
activists in Trincomalee District in May 2026.

8 FGD in Trincomalee District with ex-combatants, people with disabilities and staff from an association
for people with disabilities in February 2026; Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in
May 2026.

88 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026.

8 |Interview with two human rights activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026; FGD with
DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026.

90 Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026; Interview with two human rights
activists who work in Trincomalee District in February 2026; Interview with women’s activist Ain
Batticaloa District in January 2026; Stakeholder meeting with activists in Trincomalee District in May
2026; Interview with woman B with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February
2026; Interview with woman A with a disability who is also an activist in Batticaloa District in February
2026; Interview with war-affected woman B in Amparai District in February 2026.

91 Interview with women’s activist D in Batticaloa District in January 2026; Interview with women’s activist
C in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with a female former combatant with a disability in
Batticaloa District in January 2026; Stakeholder meeting with activists in Batticaloa District in May 2026.
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2 EGD with DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026.

%3 Interview with GS A in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with leading government officer B
in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with leading government officer A in Batticaloa District in
February 2026; Interview with GS B in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Government of Sri Lanka,
Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development, Budget Circular 08/2025 (5" December 2025).
94 EGD with DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026.

% Interview with leading government officer A in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with
leading government officer B in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

% Interview with leading government officer A in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with GS A
in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with leading government officer B in Batticaloa District in
February 2026; Interview with GS B in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

97 Interview with GS A in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with leading government officer B
in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with GS B in Batticaloa District in February 2026.

%8 Interview with GS A in Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with GS B in Batticaloa Districtin
February 2026.

9 FGD with DS officers in Kalmunai in February 2026; Interview with leading government officer A in
Batticaloa District in February 2026; Interview with leading government officer B in Batticaloa District in
February 2026; Interview with GS B in Batticaloa District in February 2026.
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