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We strongly condemn the violence being unleashed against the Muslim people in Kandy
this week and in Ampara earlier last week. Initial reports from Ampara and Kandy make
clear that the police by inaction were complicit in the violence. We, as Tamil civil society
organizations who work in the North-East, are very disappointed with the growing
violence against the Muslim community. This Government came into office promising
that incidents like the one that took place in Aluthgama under the former regime,
will not be repeated. The Government should have investigated the crimes against the
Muslim people in Aluthgama. If the incidents had been investigated and those
responsible had been brought to book we could have prevented what happened in
Kandy, Ampara and before that in Galle. Impunity breeds violence and this has been a
recurrent theme throughout Sri Lanka's history. The Government must do all that is
necessary for the violence from spreading and investigate the reasons for the violence
in Kandy and Ampara and hold those responsible to account for their heinous acts.
We are also troubled by the growing Islamophobia within both the Sinhalese and Tamil
communities which provide the atmosphere for the violence that we are witnessing. We
must actively work against the spreading Islamaphobia and take remedial action. We
stand in solidarity with the Muslim community against these attacks and pledge to work
together to resolve matters of inter -ethnic tensions and ending the cycle of impunity
that enables this violence.

Signatories:
1. Tamil Civil Society Forum
2. Adayaalam Centre for Policy Research
3. Centre for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (Trincomalee)
4. Jaffna University Teachers Association
5. Jaffna University Employees Union
6. Justice and Peace Commission, Diocese of Jaffna
7. SUYAM – Centre for Women’s Empowerment
8. SUYAMPU – Theatre Active Movement

ehl; b y; K]; y pk; kf; f Sf; F vjpuhf fl; l tpo; j ; J tplg; g Lk;
td; K iwr; rk; g tq; f s; njhlu; g py; tlf; F fpof; f py;
gzpahw; W k; jkpo; rptpy; r%f mikg; G f; f s; rpytw; w pd;
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,t;thuk; fz;bapYk; nrd;w thuk; mk;ghiwapYk; K];ypk; kf;fSf;F vjpuhf
njhlu;e;J fl;ltpo;j;Jtplg;gLk; td;Kiwia ehk;
td;ikahff; fz;bf;fpd;Nwhk;.
fz;bapYk; mk;ghiwapy; ,Ue;J fpilf;fg; ngw;Ws;s G+u;thq;f mwpf;iffs;
eltbf;if vLf;fhj jtwhy; nghyp]hUk; ,e;j td;Kiwapy; $l;Lg; nghWg;ghspfs;
vd;gij czu;j;jp epw;fpd;wd. tlf;F fpof;fpy; gzpahw;Wk; jkpo; rptpy; r%f
mikg;Gf;fshd ehk; K];yPk; r%fj;jpw;F vjpuhf mjpfupj;J tUk; ,t;td;Kiw
njhlu;gpy; ngUk; ftiy nfhs;fpNwhk;. ,e;j murhq;fk; Ke;ija Ml;rpapy;
mSj;fktpy; ele;Njwpa K];yPk; kf;fSf;F vjpuhd td;Kiwfisg; Nghd;w
rk;gtq;fs; ,dp Nky; ,lk;ngwh vd;w thf;FWjpAld; Ml;rpf;F te;jd. Ml;rpf;F
te;J
mSj;fktpy; eilngw;w rk;gtq;fis tprhupj;J rk;ge;jg;gl;ltu;fis
rl;lj;jpd; Kd; ,e;j murhq;fk; epWj;jpapUf;f Ntz;Lk;. Mdhy; murhq;fk; ,jidr;
nra;a jtwpapUf;fpwJ. mjdhNyNa ,d;W fz;bapYk;> mk;ghiwapYk; mjw;F
Kd;du; fhypapYk; K];ypk;fSf;F vjpuhd td;Kiwfs; njhlh;e;J muq;Nfwp
,Uf;fpd;wd. td;Kiwfs; guthjthWk; td;Kiwf;F fhuzkhdtu;fis rl;lj;jpw;F
Kd; epWj;JtJk; murhq;fk; vLf;f Ntz;ba cldb eltbf;iffs; MFk;.
rpq;fs kw;Wk; jkpo; r%fq;fSf;F kj;jpapy; mjpfupj;J tUk; K];yPk; kf;fs;
njhlu;gpyhd mr;r / ntWg;G kdg;ghd;ik njhlu;gpYk; ehk; ngupJk; mr;rk;
nfhs;fpNwhk;. mj;jifa mr;rkhdJ ,t;td;Kiwf;F Njitahd R+oikit
Vw;gLj;jpf; nfhLf;fpd;wJ. ,j;jifa kdg;ghq;FfSf;F vjpuhf ehk; fUkkhw;w
Ntz;Lk;. K];yPk; r%fj;jpw;F ,t; ,f;fl;lhd Ntisapy; vkJ rNfhjuj;Jtj;ij
njuptpj;Jf; nfhs;tNjhL r%fq;fSf;fpilapyhd mr;r czu;Tfisf; fistjw;F
Nru;e;J gzpahw;w vkJ tpUg;gj;ij njhptpj;Jf; nfhs;fpd;Nwhk;. ,t;td;KiwfSf;F
fhuzkhd njhle;Njr;rpahd nghWg;Gf;$whj;jdj;jpw;F vjpuhf nrayhw;w cWjp
G+ZfpNwhk;.
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